
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                             November 5, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 248 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, my living is informed by images regarding the 
person I want to be and the person I should be.  The images 
are not the same.  These images exert influence on my 
behavior, with one dominating and motivating my actions, 
while the other waits in the wings.  It is as though whichever 
one has not been given enough attention eventually breaks in 
and takes control, and I am pulled back and forth between 
what I want and what I should be.  When I am being what I 
want I ignore what I should be, and when I am being what I 
should be I ignore what I want.  I need to become more aware 
of these images, and find a way to honor both, something that 
is beyond me right now.  You, however, never give up seeking 
to achieve this for me.  At the least, you are the one who does 
not let me erase an image when I am ignoring it. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 23:1-12 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 378 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 351 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for November 12, 2017  
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13. 
F.Y.I. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 New phone number for Margaret and Darold Allen: 
  916-476-5744. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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The Love of God 
In Christianity, the primary characteristic of God is love. What we 
think this means matters a great deal, because what we think it 
means determines how we believe the love of God is manifest in 
our lives. I suggest that virtually everyone thinks of the love of God 
as a feeling, and believes God’s love manifests itself in our lives by 
our feeling loved or having positive regard our ourselves. This belief 
works its way into our culture in the form of a bias or partiality that 
favors feeling “good” in the many forms that takes, “up,” “positive,” 
“optimistic,” and “enthusiastic” being examples. We unconsciously 
and automatically prefer these experiences, and do not recognize 
that by doing so we are victimized by our culture’s prejudice toward 
feeling “good.” So pervasive is this bias that we rarely notice how it 
diminishes our experience of our own lives. “Good” is an evaluation, 
which has the effect of focusing our curiosity and interest onto 
certain things, and diverting our curiosity and interest away from 
many other things. 
 
It would be more useful to think of God’s love as an activity. God is 
always loving us by the cultivation and support of cognition—the 
mental activity of acquiring knowledge and understanding through 
thought, experience, and the senses. God loves us by bringing us 
such things as “awareness,” “perception,” “sensitivity,” and 
“consciousness.” The love of God has nothing to do with how we 
feel, and everything to do with being aware of how we feel. We 
know God loves us because insights form, awareness expands, 
perception deepens, sensitivity heightens, and consciousness 
unfolds. As God’s love for us works its way in us, we are introduced 
to components of our life that to us “feel” both “good” and “bad,” 
and this is by way of our being given the opportunity to become 
familiar with them and understand them. God’s covenant with us is 
not that we will “feel good,” but that we will be given the fullness 
of our own life. This involves being introduced to elements of our 
life from which we are disconnected and don’t particularly want or 
enjoy [redemption], which keeps us safe from wearing out by 
constantly seeking to be someone we think we should be or want 
to be rather than are [salvation]. 

[Jim Robie, 10-25-17]  
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Ordinary Time – Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 23:1-12] 

 We are going to look at what Jesus says in verse 12: “All who 
exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves 
will be exalted.” We are going to interpret the verse internally, so 
we will use figurative meanings in the following definitions. The 
Greek word translated as “exalt/exalted” is the verb “to elevate,” 
literally or figuratively. Its root is “elevation, i.e. [literally] altitude; 
or [figuratively] dignity.” We will paraphrase the first part of the 
verse as: “All those whose purpose in life is to elevate their 
dignity...” And then the verse continues... “will be humbled.” The 
Greek word translated as “humble/humbled” means “to depress,” 
and is a figure of speech meaning “to humiliate in condition or 
heart.” Its root is “depressed,” or figuratively “humiliated in 
circumstance or disposition.” The word “humiliate” means “to 
make (someone) feel ashamed and foolish by injuring their dignity 
and self-respect....” Back to the paraphrase: “All those whose 
purpose in life is to elevate their dignity will be made to feel 
ashamed and foolish.” 
 How would something like this work? The effort to elevate our 
dignity requires that only certain components of our personality be 
cultivated, those that are considered dignified by ourselves, our 
family or our culture, and the effort to do this means that other 
components of our personality will be ignored or opposed. 
Whatever is ignored or opposed does not go quietly into oblivion, 
but slowly gathers energy until it eventually seeks our recognition 
by intruding itself in some way into our dignified life, the 
consequence of which is that we will do, say or be something that 
will result in our feeling ashamed or foolish, or both. If we 
remember that God has a great deal of interest in equitable and 
fair treatment for all the components of our personality, and 
comparatively little interest in dignity for only a few components 
of our personality, we can attribute this intrusion to God, seeing it 
as God’s effort to keep God’s part of the covenant with us to bring 
us the fullness of our life. 
 The second half of the verse, “...all who humble themselves will 
be exalted...,” is a little complicated. Any effort to be humble will 

end up being what we feel exalted about, and will be a sign to us of 
how dignified we are. In my experience it is not possible to make 
oneself humble. I suggest we think of humility as the byproduct of 
a different kind of endeavor, that of becoming familiar with and 
eventually identifying with the many components of our personality 
to which God introduces us. Over time God will acquaint us with 
many things about us that are nowhere near dignified, and as we 
open to them and learn from them, we will discover how foolish we 
are and can be when compared to our notions of dignity. Some of 
the things we discover will evoke shame in us. The frame of mind 
that is appropriate for this endeavor is best described by the word 
“servant.” The actual word in Greek is “an attendant,” and the 
image that is associated with this word is someone who does menial 
work such as waiting on tables. Rather than seek to be dignified, we 
learn to serve the disclosure of our own humanity, by discovering 
and attending to what the different components of our personality 
want and need. 
 Humility is not an achievement. It is the by-product of an 
intimate encounter with our own deep humanity. Humility is 
facilitated by the work done by God to disclose us to ourselves, and 
expedited by the grace of God in welcoming and accepting the 
components of our personality to which we are introduced. The 
consequence of this self-knowledge is a deep compassion for and 
understanding of our own humanity, and the humanity of others. 
People with these qualities are often exalted and considered great, 
but not generally by themselves. 

[Jim Robie, 11-2-17, O.T. 22nd after Pentecost, Cycle A, Matthew 23:1-12] 
 


